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WEATHER REPORT.

1yDICATIONS FOR To-Day,—For the Middle
States, rising barometer, diminishing north-
erly to weaterly winds, colder and clearer
or partly cloudy weather are probable, ex-
cept possibly occasional light snows in the
porthern portions,

For the South Atlantic and East Gulf
Gtates, rising barometer, diminishing north-
westerly winds, colder and clear weasther,
followed in the latter by falling barometer
and warmer soutbierly winds.

For the Bust Gull States, falling barome-
ter, southeast to southwest winds, and
swarmer, ¢lear or partly cloudy weather.

For Tennessee, the Obhio Valley, and
Lower Luke region, rising barometer,
diminishing west to north winds, colder,
partly cloudy weather, and in the two last
sectipns light snows, followed by falling
barometer, winds shifting to southwesterly
and southeasterly, clear or partly cloudy
weather, nad in the two figst sections rising
temperature.

Cautionary signals continue at Wood's
Hole, Newport, New London, New Haven,
yvew York, Sandy Hook, Barnegat, Atlantic
City, Cape May, Cape Henry, Kitty Hawk,
Cape Hatterss, Cape Lookout, and Key
West, s E

Tur WEATHER YESTERDAY was clear, cool,
and pleasant, with westerly winds.

THERMOMETER YESTERDAY : 6 A, M., 462
a0 A. M., 47: noon. 54; 3 P. M., 50: G I,
3., 10 widoight, 32, .

LOCAL MATTERS. -
—_————

LEGISLATIVE REMARKS.—A  propogition
has been made to regrganize the committee
for the revision of the criminal laws,

The committee is entitled to a elérk; at
least, it had one for itseli alone last session,

The General Assembly is on the route to
retrenchment when it gets a shorthand
writer at the price of a common scribe.
Concress pays three times the sum for ste-
nographers.

There seems to be n great unanimity
of opinion among members on one subjects
that there «hall be no more caucuses,

A petition was presented vesterday pray-
ine the Generai Assembly to divorce a man
from his insane wife. There have been seve-
ral such petitions presented in recent years,
but they were all rejected—< by a lurge ma-
jority.”

Members have emmenced drawing their
mileare under the new law. Their pay they
will draw at the rate of §42 per week until
they exhaust their $540.  Thiz plan will save
a great amount of labor in issuing nd audit-
ing the certiticates, Under the old gystem
members could, and many did, draw every
day.

Johm Bell Bigger, Esq., has appointed the
following elerks: David A. Carter, 8. Dasset
Freneh, William F. Rose, Monroe Kelly, R.
A. Avres, and J. I Wartman, Mr. Wart

man is the only new appointee.

ManrriaGE OF A ProMINENT Youse CIri-
zex.—Mr. Oscar P, Gregorv, a well-known
tobmeconist and & popular and eflicient
member of the City Council from Marshall
Ward, was married lait evening to Miss
Mollie E. Wilkinson, one of Richmond’s
most charming and accomplished young
Jadies. The marringe ceremony was per-
formed at the residence of the bride by the
Rev. W. E. Judkins, pastor of Trinity
ehurch, in the presence of the members of
the two families and o few friends.

The bride was attired in a travelling-suit
of black silk, and her bandsome appearance
was the subject of universal comment. The
eroom was dressed in a full suit of black.
The interesting marriage ceremony being
concluded, the assembled guests repaired
from the parlor to an udjoining room and
partook of a sumptuous collection of sub-
stantials and delicacies furnished in Pizzi-
ni's best style.  After some time =pent in
enjoyment around the festive board the
bridal party took their departure via the
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomae
railroad for New York ecity and Ningara
Falls. After ¢ tour of some ten or twelve
days they will return home. The presents to
the bride and LT00I Were very numerous
and the eollection was one of much beauty,
taste, and value, The many friends of the
newly-married pair wish friend Osear and
L= fuir bride a pleasant journey and safe
return home,

A CLEAR CASE OF SwINDLING.—DBrief
mention has been made of the absconding
of the junior members of the iirm of Cot-
ton, Clurke & .Co.  The following addition-
al feets have been obtained: Some time
~sinee the ahove-named firm came to this city
and engaged in roof-painting.  As soon as
work to the ainount of about $250 had been
completed Lester D, Clarke and H. E.
Tierce, of West Chester, Penn., collected
afl of the money except about ten dollars
andl left for parts unknown. These parties
ul=o took ail the tools engaged in the busi-
neas, wost of which were the private pro-
perty of Mr, Cotton. By this piece of ras-
cality Mr, Cotton, who is a gentleman of in-
dustry and respectability, is left in an em-
burrassing position among strangers. e
is a poor muan, and all of the above moneys
wore bis, as be had advanced all the money
to carry on the business and to pay the bills
of the firm, leaving him almost without
funds, The parties are supposed to have
gone southward,  Mr, Cotton has tele-
w<raphed to various points, and intends, if
possible, to apprehend the parties and have
them punishied to the full extent of the law.
‘The case has been pluced in the hands of
Deteetive John Wren, and be has gone to
work upon it.

Ox "CUnaxGe.—Only one package of to-
{:.:n.:(:h was offered for rale at the Tobacco
i._;\;:;‘!;:mge yvesterday. This was taken in at
=0l

Some sales of loose tobacco were made at
the Shackoe and Patrons’ warehouses, The
prices ol tobacco continue quite ow.

The fountain in the court fronting the
Tobaceo Exchuange was being repaired yes-
terday. The water-connections bad gotten
out of order, el

Under the inspiring influepce of Gover-
nor Kemper’s message Virginia consols ral-
lied at the Stock Board yesterday. The
amount bid was 58, but holders demanded
99. There was a corresponding advance in
other State securilies, but no sales made.

Richmond city stocks are very stiff, 118
being demanded. There are none on the
wurket. Bond-owners are asking 120.

A New DINING-SALOON.—The Rlchmo.nd
and Petersburg Raliroad Company has just
«<ompleted and opened to the travelling pub-
Aic a handsome dining-saloon.- The dining-
roosns adjoin the offices of that company on
byrd street near Eightb. It is nicely fur-
nighed, the accommodations are ample, the

{ure first-class in every respect, and the}

<haygesure reasonable. This is now a regular:
breaigast- and supper-siation, and but for
tbe epderprise of this eompany the travel
Loth Nerth and South weuld be seriously
Meonvenjenced, It is but another evidence
of the good management of the desire to
lease his patrony that has chbaracterized
Colone] Sbaw since his accession to the su-
Verintendeney of the road,

i Tug WeegLy Dispatcl, containing the
full text of the messazes of President Hayes
and Governor Kemper, with the current
lews of the week, may be dad at our counter,
Put up for mailing,

THE COMNON COUNCIL.

RESOLUTIONS FOR STREET IMPROVE-
MENTS—FINANCE MATTERS—A PROPOSI-
TION TO FURNISH THE VOLUNTEER COM-
PANTES WITH GAS FREE OF CHARGE—THE
MAYOR'S VETO ON WOODEN BUILDINGS
GRANTED BY THE COMMITTEE—LIGHT—
BUSINESS FROM THE OTHER BRANCIH—-
WHAT THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT COST THE
CITY—ELECTION OF MR. CAMPBELE" TO
FILL TIHE VACANCY IN MONROE WARD—
TiIE FINANCE COMMITTEE'S ADVERSE
REPORT TO SUBSCRIBING $25.000 TO AID
IN REPAIRING THE CANAL—A PROTRACT-
ED DISCUSSION—THE - 8UBJECT FINALLY
REFERRED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMELY—
THANKS TO CITY OFFICERS FUR SER-
VICES DURING THE FLOOD. &c., &C.

A called meeting of the Common Council
was lield yesterday afternoon in‘the Council
chamber—President George L. Cbristian in
the chair. Present at roll-cali: Mesars,
Adams, Curtis, Davis, Ellett, Foster, Har-
grove, Haxall, Hayes, Higgins, King, Lauer,
Manson, Metzger, Oliver, Bkinker, Starke,
Stokes, Straus, Talbott, Taylor, Timberlake,
Vandervall, Whitlock, and Wood.

STREETS,

Mr. Curtis presented the report of the
Committee on Streets, uppropriating the
following sums from the street fund for
the purposes named : $57 to place flagging
across Twenty-ninth street, corner of Grace ;
266 for flagzing on the south side of Capitol
strect, crossing Governor street; £1,280 to
curb and gutfer the eastern line Laurel
strect from Franklin to Broad street, also
on the east line of Grahum street from
Broad to Clay; §68 for granite curb and
gutter on Nineteenth street, west side, cor-
ner of Marshall street.

The committee deem it inexpedient to
change section 12 of chapter 83 of the ordi-
nances in relation to street work.

After the reading of the resolutions in the
street report Mr, Straus moved to lay all
expenses for sltreet improvements on the
table for the bulance of the year. He said
the account of pay-rolls of tbe gas and
water departments were short, and the
contingent fund was short over £4,000. He
was willing that the work should be done
next year when there was money to the
credit of streets.

Mr. Curtis opposed the motion with much
vehemence. He said that but a few bun-
dred dollars were needed for the work
ealled for in the resolutions, and he hoped
the gentleman would withdraw the motion.

Mr. Straus declined to withdraw the mo-
tion. He reminded the Council that he had
given the note of warning long ago. 1t had
been said when the annual appropriations
were made that if at the end of the year the
contirgent fund needed money it couid be
taken from the street fund.

Mr. Taylor also spoke warmly in opposi-
tion to Mr. Straus’s motion.

The motion was lost—ayes, 113 noes, 13.

The first two resolutions in the report
were adopted.

The third resolution, appropriating 21,
280 for certain improvements in the West
End near Park-Place church, &e., was lost,
not receiving the requisite two-thirds vote,
The rest of the report was adopted.

FINANCE MATTERS, =

Mr. Straus, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, presented resolutions rejecting the
petition of E. R, Isbell asking refund of
assessment, &c.; abating tax-pill of 1877
against Citizens® Baok in the sum ot $£501.11
(erroneous assessment on capital and sur-
plus of said bank); refunding £38.50 to
Lewis Dell for erroneous assessment: trans-
ferring $1,500 to James River Imprevement
account from sularies and city police ac-
counts ; rejecting petition of Leo P, Wheat
for purchase of City-Hall lot, &e.; abating
tax-Lill of Punkey & Whitlock in the sum
ol £13.20; abating tax-bill of §31,20 against
J. N. Cocke.

The resolutions and report were adopted.

LIGHT.

Mr. Higgins, from the Committee on
Light, presented a report stating that in
view of the fact that the appropriation for
account of construction of gas-works is ex-
bausted, the committee are restrained from
recommending further extensions of gas-
mains or the erection of additional street-
lamps, as asked for in several petitions now
before the committee,

The committee presented an amendment
to the City Ordinances o as to furnish the
armories of volunteer companies with gas
frec of cost.

Mr. Higgins moved to suspend the rules
and consider the report.

Mr. Cuartis opposed the motion.

Mr. Manson said the costof lighting all
public buildings should come out of the
common fund.  He hoped the ordinunce
would go to the Committee on Ordinances,
He thought it was an iniquity on the private
consumer that he should pay forthe lighting
the streets and public buildings. Inthe last
few yeuars the private consumers had paid
over $350,000 profit after the streets and
public buildings were lighted.” He was in
favor of the armories being lighted free of
cost, but was opposed to the private con-
sumers paying the cost of lighting the city,

The motion to refer was adopted. The
rest of the report was received.

THE MAYOR'S VETO RELATIVE TO PETITIONS
FOR WOODEN BUILDINGS,

On wotion of Mr. Higging, the veto of the

Mayor in relation to permits for wooden

buildings, granted by the Fire Committee,

was taken up and read.

Mr. King spoke in defence of the many
citizens who are subjected to great annoy-
ance and delay in the granting of their pe-
titions, and moved that the resolution be
passed notwithstanding the Mayor’s veto.

Mr. Straus moved to lay the subject on
ghe table for the present; which was agreed
to.

ELECTIONS.
Ar. Oliver, from the Committee on Elec-
tions, reported that the cost of the recent
registration and election amounted to
$1,854.25. The report was received.
LUNATICS.
Mr. Manson, from the Committee on Lu-
natics, reported that twenty insane persons
were now conflned in the Pinel Hospital at
the expense-of the city, The report was
received. '
FROM THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

Board joint resolution for the sale of and
closing of Cave street was taken up and
concurred in.

Board joint resolution for the purchase
of two fire-alarm boxes, one to be located
at the corner of Reservoirand Main streets,
and tbe other ut the corner of Grace and
Laurel streets, was taken up, and, on mo-
tion of Mr. Straus, tabled.

Board joint resolution econcerning the
future construction of culverts was taken
up and econeurred in.

Board joint resolution for the issuing of
$12,000 in bonds lor culverts was taken up
and concurred in.

Board jomnt resolution coneerning dam-
ages to fire apparatus at late fire in Man-
chester was taken up, and on motion, of
Mr. Straus laid on the tablé.

Board joint resolution to transfer $1,000
from the expense account to the construc-
tion account ol gas-works was taken up.
Mr. Higgins moved to strike out $1,000
and insert 8500. Agreed to. A

The resolution ns amended was then con-
ewred in,

COST OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT.

Mr. Curtis presented the report of the
special committee appeinted. to receive and

Lentertadn the President of the United

States, glving the names of the from
Washington, &c., and & mmu&?f,'gr ¥=
ment of bills, as follows: W. H. Suther-
land, hack $175; James Conway, hack
hire, $4; M, Higcks, hack hire, 816; A. W.
Garber back bire, $177; J. O, Dippner,

hack hire, $8; Dispaich, for publishing or-

i

ders, $12.25; H. Scbott, for printing
badges, 75¢.; Cardozo, Fourqurean &
Co., dry goods, $20.76; J. B. Dowden,
;pr flags and hauling same, $3; K. K. Klub,
or decorations, &ec., £82.65; John Kess-
pich, for music, $58; Voelker, for music,
$45; John Morton, fiowers, 8180; J. L.
Carrington, of the Exchange Hotel and Bal-
lard House, $465; R. L. Barnes, for horres

George A. Ainslie, chief of the Fire De-
partment, expenses incurred in the parade
of the Fire Department, $46.38; Churles T.
Davis, for erecting reception-stand, 861.10—
‘total, $T1,360.80. Agreed to—ayes, 27; noes,
none. orsit . .

FRAMED BUILDINGS,:

Mr, King, from the Committee on Fire
Department, presented a joint resolution
giving permission to the following persons
to erect framed buildings in the city: L.
Hennon, addition to dwelling on Concord
strect between M and N streets; R. Moon-
ghine, to roof space on Broad street mear
Brook avenune; R. . Woodson, shed en
premises 1408 west Cary street; Charles R.
Jones, additicn to oflice corner Brook ave-
nue and Marshall street;” Charles E. Miller,
addition to dwelling corner Sixth and Cary
streets ; John Cummings, dwelling on Page
street in rear of 1225 Seventeenth street; F.
Setterding, carpenter-shop corner Adums
and Leigh streets ; James W. Allison, ware-
bouse on south side of Dock between Fif-
teenth and Seventeenth streets; Joseph A.
August, stable in Shook’s alley between
Duval and Baker streets; H. L. Pelouze,
coal-house on Fourth strect between Mar-
shall and Clay streets; Thomas Valentine,
building on Broad street between Madison
and Jetlerson streets: Mrs, Zarriet N.
Sparks, dwelling at No. 7 Duval street.
Agreed to.

He also presented a resolution rejecting
the following petitions : Simon Mosby, ad-
dition to dwelling No. 406 Jackson street;
T. M. Suunders, two dwellings on Ram-Cat
alley between Brook .avenue and Jefferson
streets; A. B. Lipscombe, stable on alley
between Main and Cary and Adams and
Jefferson streets ;3 Henry Tlont, blacksmith-
shop on Venable street near Mosby, stireet §
B. Lewis, building corner Twenty-eichth
and Marshall streets.  Agreed to.
Mr. King also presented a resolution
transferring $2,300 from account of Fire
Department to account of Fire Department
pay-rolls; which was agreed to.
RESOLUTIONS, ETC.
By Mr. Higgins: A resolution requesting
the City Engneer to furnish the Council at
their meeting on first Monday in January,
1878, an estimate ol the cost of relaying
gus-nains and service-pipes, and reérecting
lamp-posts, which will become necessary in
the grading of streets as per profile sub-
mitted to tbe Bonrd of Aldermen Novem-
ber 12. 1877. Agreed to.
By Mr. Whitlock : A resolution to appro-
priate §$2,000 from sewer fund for building
such sewers under Twenty-third street be-
tween Marshall and Leigh streets as are
contemplated in the plan of the Committee
on Streets, known as the Church-Hill ave-
nue. Referred. .
By Mr. Adams: A resolution calling the
attention of the Cily Engineer to the con-
dition of the Old Market Hall, and to re-
port the same to the Countil through the
Committee on Grounds and Buildings. Re-
ferred.
By Mr. Straus: That the Committee on
Streets be and are hereby instructed to have
curbing laid along the eastern side of
Fourth street betsweem Canpal and Arch
streets. Referred.
By Mr. Higgins: A resolution transfer-
ring $1,000 from the coal account of the
Gas-Works to the pay-roll account of the
Gas-Works, Agreed to.
By Mr. Christian: An ordinance to amend
gection 24, chapter 13, of tbe City Ordinances
concerning the levying.of itaxes, so as to:
give authority to the Mayor to suppress in-
decent or improper performances, &e., and
to give authority to the Mayor to revoke li-
cences of such places of amusement, the
Chief of Police or one of his force to visit
places of awusement in person. °

A motion to lay on the table and print
was lost.

The ordinance, after being amended by
Mr. Christian so as to give the party the
rizht of appeal to the Council, was sdopted—
nyvesy 20; noes, 2, .

THE YACANCY IN MONROE WARD FILLED,

Mr. Straus nominated Mr. Charles Camp-
bell, of Monroe Ward, to fill the vacancy
oceasioned by Mr. Pullinm’s resignation.
My, Campbell was unanimously elected.

THE CONTINGENT FUND.

The Chair laid before the Council a com-
munication from the Auditor, showing that
the contingent fund was short over $4,000.
On motion of Mr. Ellett, the communica-
tion was referred to the Finance Commit-
tee.
Alzo, a communication from the Auditor
in reference to the payment of a judgment
obtained by William J. McDowell vs. The
City. <
The following resolution was adopted :
Besolved (the Board of Aldermen con-
curring), That the Auditor be, and he
is hereby, directed to issue (on the order of
the City Attorney) a warrant on the Trea-
surer payable outof the contingent fund in
favor of William J. MecDowell, in satisfac-
tion of a judgment rendered in the Circuit
Courtyof Richmond November 17, 1877, for
§826.19 principal, with interest from Sep-
tember 1, 1876, until paid, and $12.95 costs,
being a claim against the city for gravel and
sundries furnished for new reservoir in
1876.
THE PETITION OF THE JAMES RIVER AND Ka-
NAWHA COMPANY FOR AID IN REPAIRING THE
CANAL.
My, Struus, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, presented the following:
Ricuxoxp, Va., December G, 1877.

To the Common Council:

Gentlemen,—The Committee on Finance
have carefully considered the question sub-
mitted by your body relative to a subscrip-
tion on the part of the city of $25,000 to
the James River Canal Company for the
-purpose of repairing damages sustained
from the late flood. With a view of being
more thoroughly informed in regard to the
matter, 1 communication was addressed to
Colone! J. W. Johnston, the president of
the company, ‘with the request that he
would furnish this committee with such in-
formation on the subject as would enable
thern to give the matter a proper considera-
tion. Hisreply is herewith submitted for
your inspection.
. Your committee, in view of all the sur-
roundings, have to report that they do not
feel justified in recommending the sub-
seription of the amount named on the part
of the city.
Respectfully submitted. . &
{Signed] M. L. Stravus, Chairman.
[The communication of the president re-
ferred to in the report of the committee
embraces in substence the statements made
by Majér Jobnstan to the Council, and al-
ready published in the Dispatch.]
Mr. Whitlock moved the adoption of the
report of the committee, and addressed the
Council in advocacy of his motion. Mr.
Whitlock said that he trusted that the Coun-
cil would not throw away their money in
this way. The State had sunk $10,000,000
in this work, and the city $1,600,000, If
we give this $25,000 as a mere bagatelle, we
will, probably, be called upon for another
bagatelle of $125,000 before March 1st. 1
say to this company you are bankrupt, and
I beg won pause. It will relieve you of
many burdens. The company moves when
Ricbhmond furnishes the money, and stops
when she closes her purse.
At this point the hammer {ell, the debate
being limited to ten mlnutes.1 <&
M. Starke offered the following substi-
tute for the report of the committee:

curring), That $25,000 in city six per cent.
be appropriated for repairs of the James

Rlvelf snd Eanawha canal from Richmond

L4

T e = .

furnished for Richmond Howitzers, $46;

Resolved (the Board of Aldermen con-|
bonds be issued and gold, and the proceeds |

to Lynchburg, but with the express under-
standing that no part thereof shall be ex-
pended othérwise than for expenses of
actual repairs, commencing on the Rich-
‘mond level and progressing westward, and
provided that the payments on account of
such repalirs shall be made only upon the
orders of the City Engincer.

Mr. Whitlock briefly opposed. the substi-
tute, and Mr. Starke made a few remarks in
‘Tavor of it.

Mr. Curtis offered the following amend-
ment to the substitute : .

Provided further, That no part of the
825,000 be used in paying salaries to any
officer or officers now in the employ of the
gaid James River and Kanawha Company,
or shall hereafter be so employed, until the
said canal be put in good runving order:
Provided further, That ‘the interest on the
said $25,000 at six per cent. be paid out of
the first tolls received from the said canal,
and that for each and every year the inter-
est on the said $25.000 at six per cent, shall
be paid out of the receipts of the canal on
July 1st of each year, and so continued for
thirty-four years—the first parment of in-
terest to be made on July 1, 1878.

Mr. Curtis addressed the Council in an’
nble and forcible manner in support of his
nmendment.

At this point the elerk read section 67 of

tions. -

Mr. Straus’ stated that he was perfectly
willing to vote for the appropriation if re-
ferred to the qualified voters and registered
freeholders of the city a3 provided for in
the ahove section.

Mr. Taylor addressed the Couneil in sup-
port of Mr. Starke’s substitute as amended
by Mr. Curtis.

Mr. Taylor asked for the appropriation
+in behalf of the suffering poor of Ricb-
mond, He said that it might he true that
the cunal had not been a paying investment,
but he presumed that they had acted on the
prineiple ““that man never i3 but is elwaya
to be blest.”

‘Mr. Taylor stated that the break in thé
canal had caused an adyvance in wood, eggs,
butter, poultry, soap-grease, and sumac.

Mr. Taylor was catechized by Mr. Adams,
who stated that the above-named articles
were cheaper at this time than hefore the
freshet.

Mr. Taylor replied that he expected the
poultry was spoiled ones, and that account-
ed tor t# price. i

Mr. Talbott spoke in favor.of the appro-
priation. e believed it was to the interest
of the city and her merchants, and he felt
satistied that the people of Richmond were
willing to make this appropriation to repair
the canal until something better could be
substituted. He was w[ﬁ!ng to make the
company a present, a3 it were, of this
amount, to aid in repairing the damage, Of
course il the appropriation could be put in
any shape so as to guarantee the interest to
the city it ought to be done. Under any
circumstances he thought we ought to en-
deavor to build up the eanal by giving the
$25,000,

Mr. Straus now offered a substitute for
the whole, submitting the question to the
qualitied voters of the city on the first
Thursday in Jaauary, 1878.

Mr. Whitlock said he was willing to refer
the matter to the people, as it would be
equivalent to refusing to give the sum
asked, as it would be impossible to get out
the requisite vote to carry the appropria-
tion. He thought the canal ought to be put
into the hands of a receiver,

Mr. Ellett moved that Major Isaac H.
Jarrington, the counsel of the company,
be heard on the question.

Mr. Whitlock opposed the motion,

Mr. Davis said he was here seven years
ago when the Council voted $200,000 to re-
pair the canal, and he thought mow the
Couneil had better take. the chances and
make the appropriation nsked for, . =~ -

The motion of Mr. Ellett was adopted.

Major Carrington addressed the Council
in .reference to the suit o foreclose the
mortgage. He said if a receiver was ap-
‘pointed it would be twelve months beforea
decree would be entered for a sale of the
canal, Could the city of Richmond afford
to be without the canal for that time? He
then referred to the bill new pending in the
Legislature to furnishall available convicts,
free of hire and maintenance, to repair the
canal. If the canal is turned over to the
Londbolders, that bill will not get a corpo-
ral’s guard of avote. Iesaid the President
was anssured that the Legislature would
grant this aid, and with the $25,000 the re-
pairs could be made. Now,can the city
afford to do without the produce that comes
over the canal 7 He argued that the time
was at band when the city should make this
contribution and extend its hand in aid of
the canal. He thought 1t would be a wise
thing to give the money.

Mr. Whitlock asked Major Carrington
whether it was the intention of the com-
pany to ask an appropriation of $125,000 for
the Buchanan and Clifton-Forge railroad. *

Major Carrington said it had been the in-
tention of the company to do so, but he did
not now know what they would do.

Mr. Christian moved_to lny the subject
on the tuble. e said it was manilest to
him that the appropriation should be made,
and if the matter was luid on the table he
would®ufter a resolution asking the Legisia-
ture to confer upon the city authority to
appropriate £25,000 in such a way as the
Couneil may elect.

It was now 9 o’clock,

Mr. Manson asked that a vote be taken
without further debate.

Mr. Straus favored Mr. Christian’s plan.
Ile said be would vote for the appropria-
tion if it was done legally. He believed
that if Mr. Christian’s resolution was
adopted the company would get the money.

The motien to luy on the table was
agreed to. B

Mr. Christian then presented his resolu-
tion asking the Legislature to amend the
charter of the eity so as to allow the city to
appropriate the money asked fors .

On the question of agreeing to the reso-
lution Mr, Taylor demunded the ayes and
noes, and being taken 1t was adopted by the
following vote : o

AYES.—Mes:rs, Braselman, Curtis, Davis, Ellett,
Foster, Guy, Hargrove, Haxall, Hayes, Higgins,
Johnson, Lauer, Manson, Skinker, 8turke, Biokes,
Straus. Talbott, Timberlake, VYandervall, Wood, and
Christian—22.

NOEs.—Messrs. Adams, King, Taylor, and Whit-
lock—4.

AMr. Taylor, in explaining his vote, said
that he was in favor of the resolution, but
in order to be consistent he would vote
¢No,” as in his opinion the Council already
had the right under the charter to make the
appropriation.

OTHER BUSINESS.

Mr. Davis presented a resolution asking
the Finance Committee to make provision
for the payment of the pay-roll of the water
department for the month of January. Re-
ferred to the Finance Committee.

By Mr. Taylor: A resolution thanking
the Superintendent of the City Gas-Works
and the employés of the gas-works for the
efficiency and energy displayed by them in
the discharge of their duties during the re-
cent freshet, 3 :

The resolution was amended by  Mr.
Straus to include the Superintendent of the
Water-Works and his employés.

By Mr. King: To include the Fire De-
partment and the superintendent of the
chain-gang and the force working under
him," -

By Mr. Hayes: To include the city po-
lice,

By Mr. Straus: To include all the city
officials and employés.

A motion of Mr, Starke to lay the resolu-
tion on the'table was lost, :

On motion of Mr. Straus the resolution
was referred back to My, Taylor for the in-
clusion pf the améndments.

" The followjng resolution was then sub-
mitted by Mr. Taylor and adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Council
are eminently due to the officers and em-

loyés of the city for their untiring etforts
n saving the property of the city in the
reaent flood. . i

the city charter in reference to appropria- |

DOUBLE-FUNDING.

DISCOVERY OF A FRAUD PRACTICED UPON
THE COMMONWEALTH SEVERAL YEARS
AGO—A STARTLING COMMUNICATION
FROM THE SECOND AUDITOE—OLD BONDS

_REFUNDED FRAUDULENTLY—=A COMMIT-
TEE OF INVESTIGATION ASKED FOR,

The followi'ng' communication was sent
to the House of Delegates yesterday :

SecoxD AvDITor’'s OFFICE.
BricHMOND, December 3, 1877, E

To the IHonorable the General Assembly of

Virginia :

- In the course of an examination of the
records and papers of this office for the
purpoese of testing the accuracy of thefund-
ing done under the funding act of Marech
30,1871, and, when necessary, comparing
them with those of the Treasurer’s office, it
was ascertained recently that a considera-
ble number of old coupon bonds which
were sent from this office to that of the
Treasurer, in the years running from 1858
to 1862, for conversion into registered bonds
under the act of March, 18, 1856, and thus
exchanged there, have been brought into
this office since the passage of the funding
act and funded under that act.

They were presented here for funding
clean and free from any mark of cancellu-
tion, though by the act authorizing the ex-
change the Treasurer was required to can-
cel such surrendered coupon bonds in a
prescribed form in the presence of the Sec-
ond Audltor, and to file and kegp them in
his office. ry

Second. Several coupon Dbonds, issued
under the act of 2d March, 1866, and sent
into the office of the Treasurer and ex-
changed there for other bonds, appear also
to have breen taken from that oifice, pre-
sented here, and funded: having no mark
upon them to indicate their character.

Third, Moreover, a number of coupon
bonds, which, since the passaze of the
funding act, were sent from this office into
the 'I'reasurer’s office to be funded, and for
which new bonds were issued, have since
been presented in this office and funded
again. These bonds after having been once
funded were brought here a second time for
funding, and were also clean and [ree from
any mark of cancellation upon them,
though the act of March 30, 1871, under
which they were previously funded, re-
quired that the Treasurer should canceland
tile and keep all such bonds in his oftice,

1t is proper to remark here that in re-
spect to these last-mentioned bond¥, as pass-
ing from my office to that of the Treasurer,
to be funded, there appears to have been an
omission of duty onthe partof the funding
clerk in my oftice in faillng to endorse a
statement or mark of *¢funded’ on such
bouds. .

The aggregate amount of bonds thus im-
properly refunded appears to be about
£35,000 ; which, funded at two thirds of
their face-value, is some $23,000 in new con-
eol and peeler bonds (besides West Virginia
certificates), and increasing the public debt
by so much.

There are circumstances connected with
these transactions which plainly show that
the bonds referred to were abstracted from
the Treasurer’s office and refunded by one
or more parties quite familiar with the busi-
ness and records of both offices, and for a
fraudulent purpose. These transactionsall
appear to have occurred before the present
Treasurer came into office, execept some
$5,000 brought in and funded since that
period, though doubtless abstracted, like
the others, previously.

In explanation of the delay on my part
in making and reporting these discoveries,
I beg leave to say there was no reason to
suspect -that any bonds once funded-or ex-
changed could -be abstracted and funded
again.

When the necessary clerical force in my
office could be applied, after their current
duties, to the examination of the books and
papers, for the purpose of proving the ac-
curacy of the work done, they were dili-
gently engaged in that service. The fund-
ing of forty million dollars of stock, with
the transfer and conversion of half as much
more, was a work of great magnitude.

That errors would occur was to be ex-
pected. They did occur, but were gen-
erally clerieal errors, and by a comparion
with the Treasurer’s office nearly all have
been corrected.

When my attention was [irst called te the
discovery made in relation to a portion of
the bonds in question it was my purpose at
once to report to the Governor the faets as
they appeared to exist. But.on reflection
and consultation it was thought best to pur-
sue the examination until a more certain
result could be reached. This has bheen
done; and, though not concluded, it i3
hoped that the aggregate mentioned may
be reduced.

Under these cireumstances I feel it my
duty to address this communication directly
to your honorable body, and respeetfully to
invite such action in the nature of an inves-
tigation into the matters referred to as may
be judged proper.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

Asa Rocens, Second Auditor.
THE DOCUBLE-FUNDING,

Not only were the $35,000 in bonds above
referred to twice funded, but in order to
conceal himself the guiltv party, or somé
confederate of his, defaced a record by
ckilfully extracting two leaves in one book
and one in another. The books thus muti-
luted were the Second Auditor’s hooks of
daily funding transactions.

In 1871 (after the passage of the funding
bill) four extra clerks were employed in the
Second Auditor’s office to malke the caleula-
tions and do the work of funding, as re-
quired by that bill. The pressure of busi-
ness upon them was often very great. It
was the custom when stock was brought to
the Second Auditor’s office for funding he
made a statement of the bonds and interest
with a requisition to the Treasurer attached
to the old bonds. The Treasurer then is-
sued the new stock, which was taken to the
Auditor’s office and registered there and
delivered "to the owner, he giving a receipt
for the same. 2

The Treasurer, upon receiving the old
bond and-the order of the Second Auditor,
{ssued the new bond, and he ought to have
eancelled the old bond. But the develop-
ments in the Mayo investigation proved
that in the Treasurer’s office, at that time
(1871-2-3), the work of cancelling got far
behindhand. A Treasury employé has fre-
quently stated to this writer that in those
days there was nothing to prevent him from
stealing and selling upon. the market
$1,000,000 ir uncancelled bonds.

HOW IT OCCURRED.

Had tbese bonds been stamped *¢ funded”
in the Second Auditor’s office, or had- they
been cancelled in the Treasurer’s office upon
the issue of the new bond, this thing now
claiming the attention of the Generul As-
gsembly and public never coyld have oc-
curred.

It would be unjust to the Auditor’s and
Treasurer’s offices now, before a strict and
searching examination bas been made, to
venture an opinion ss to whom the blame,
or the chief part of it, belongs.

The $35,000 of twice-funded bonds were
not all brought in to be double-funded alto-
gether, but on several different occasions.
~ The information on the missing leaves of
the day-book is all, or- Jnearly, fortunately,
contained in another book™in the Second
Auditor’s office—the funding- and re-
ceipt-book. From this -book it clearly
appears that 17,000 of the $35,000 in
bonds were brought to the Becond Au-
ditor’s office the second time by Colonel
Mayo and funded in coupon peeler-bonds,
West Virginia, and {fractional certificaces,
in his name ns Treasurer. The West
Virginia certificates were sold to Richmond

tion of them, were turned into the sinking
fund to cover up a deficiency which must
bave existed there, The theory is that

brokers. The coupon peeler-bonds, or a por- |y

sinking fund—or maybe before that time—
consols were taken out. At any rate, the
State is loser in bonds, and the sinking fund
no better off than it ought to be. '
* INVESTIGATION,
The funding act required when bonds
were presented to be fnnded that a state-
ment of the principal and interest should
be made on the bonds, : :
The law Tequiring a statement on each
bond, and-the issuing of new stock accord-
ingly, wadbelieved to be impracticable. By
an agreement hetween. the offices of the
Second Auditor and Treasurer a printed
form, with the ealculations and requisition
on the treasury for new bonds, to be at-
tached to the old bonds, was adopted.
The Second Auditor is not yet through
with bis investigation. Mr. Morgison, the
clerk who: wad actively at work on this par-
ticifar subject for months, is now sick.
To the credit of the Second Auditor be it
sald; that hf some risk of having his office
subjeeted to criticism and bimself to oppo-
sition when offering for reéleetion, he has
made public what might bave been very rea-
dily concealed, at least until after the time
appointed for his election, if notforever, His
frankness in this matter 18 worthy of com-
mendation. There are not many men Who
could bave resisted the temptation o allow
the matter to go unreported until after elec-
tion. . Indeed, General Rogers was advised
by friends not to be in a burry to make
these delinquencies public. His answer to
all was that it was his duty to do so, and
that no selfish consideration should be al-
lowed to influence him.
THE MUTILATED BOOK.

The first point 1n this diseovery was made
about two months ago. For a time it was
heped that there wus an error susceptible
of explanation without reflection upon the
honesty of any one, but fuller investigation
develops intentional fraud, which is con-
firmed by the fuét that leaves have been so
gkilfully extracted from the day-books as to
attract no attention from one who uses them
easually. The pnumbering of the pages of
the day-books (in ink) were also ehanged to
bide the extraction of the leaves. S
For the information of people not familiar
with the Capitol it should be known that
the ofiices of the Second Auditor and Trea-
gurer are separated by, a door, which was
formerly often unlocked, and dny or night
an employ¢ of one oflice could casily pass
into the other.
Some of those in position to know are of
opinion that several thousand dollars of
these funded but uncancelled bonds were
sold upon the market, and that when
brought into the Second Auditor’s office for
the second time they were brought by in-
nocent purchasers, In this way is the fact
accounted for that $5.000 of them did not
reach the Second Auditor’s office until after
the end of Muyo’s term of service in April,
1874. Some of the fraudulent funding wus,
bowever, done in Apri} and seme in Octo-
ber, 1873.
It is possible that the stamp * funded”
bad been removed by ehemical process from
some of the bonds which were used in this
fraudulent transaction. That will be found
out in n few days.

TIIE TREASURY.

Mr. W. W. Henry vesterday meved for a
joint committee of investigation, and the
House adopted his motion and sent it to
the Senate.

It ought to be understood that the devel-
opments in the Mayo case caused a revolu-
tion in the manner of handling bonds.
They are nosw cancelled by punching boles
through them at the Second Auditor’s office
as soon as they are funded or transferred.
Such a thing as double-funding would be
impossible under the present system. The
mere stamping of a bond *funded ”” is not
relied upon ; but the bond, coupons, and
all, are mutilated with the punch so that the
marks may be seen twenty steps distant.

The omission to mark the bonds *‘fund-
ed,” the Second Auditor claims, rests upon
his office only with respect to the bonds
issued under the act of 1871—one lot, As
to the others; it was not Ais duty to see that
they were cancelled or marked to prevent
fraudulent funding.

The object of the party removing the
leaves from the day-book was to prevent the
tracing of the first funding of the bonds, as
the numbers appeared in.that book and not
in the funding registers. !

Unitep StaTes Disrrier CourT— Judge
Kobert W. Hughes presiding.—In re W.
T. Jolly. Assignee ordered to sell choses
in action.

Inre Edward Cox. Order for sale of real
estate,

In re Charles Y, Morriss. E. M. Garngtt
appointed assignee.

Inre W. T. Jolly. Rule against L. N.
Baurh to show cause why he should not be
declared a bankrupt, he being one of the
firm of Baugh & Jolly.

InreG. W. Colgin and William M. Juck-
son. ‘Thomas N. Page appointed assignee.

SuprEME CoURT OF ApPeALS,—Taylor vs.
Cleary and ais. From the Corporation
Court of the eity of Norfolk. Affirmed.
Judge Moncure delivering the opinion of
the Court, "

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company
vs, Paine and als. From the Circuit Court
of the city of Richmond. Reversed in part,
Judge Moncure delivering the opinion of
the Court. ’

Dickinson’s administrator vs. Helins and
Fale. From the Circunit Court of Franklin
county. Reversed; Judge Christian deliv-
ering the opinion of the Court.4

Custis vs. Thompson and als. From the
Circuit Court of Culpeper county. Re-
versed, Judge Anderson delivering the
opinion of the Courty {

Alexandria Savings Institution wvs.
Thomuas and als. From the Corporation
Court of the city of Alexandria. Affirmed,,
Judge Staples delivering the opinion of the
Court.

Chrishman’s administratrix vs. Harman
and als, (Staunton case). From the Circuit
Court of Frederick county. Affirmed,
Judge Burks delivering the opinion of the
Court. '

Lindsey vs. Corkery and als. Further
argued by John Hunter, Fxq., for the ap-
pellees.

HusTiNGs Courr, YESTERDAY.—In this
court yesterday Mary Jane House, cbarged
with keeping a house of ill-fame, was ar-
raigned for trial, pleaded guilty, was fined
five dollars, and sent to jail for ten days.

The Court was engaged during the rest
of the day in hearing argument in the cases
of persens summoned to show cause why
their licenses to sell liquor shall not be re-
voked, &e¢. Judge Guigon reserved his
decision.

PeRsoNAL.—Among the visitors to the
Tobacco Exchange yesterday were Dabiel
Harris, Quincy, Ill.; 8. F. Coleman, Cum-
berland; George W" Macon, Jumes Rose,
R. A. Brown, Albemarle; £. 8. Johnson,
J. A. Blanton, Amelia; Robert Taylor,
Lynchburg; Jobn T. Stovall, Danville3
and 'I. M. Sherman, Greene county.

Tae MArrrage-Licexse TRrovBLE.—Po-
lice-Justice White Yesterday sent on to the
rand jury John B. Graves and Jébhn E.
aybusb, Lhe latter for inducing the former
to commit perjury, and the former for
falsely swearing to the nge of Miss Hum-
phreys in order to.obtain a8 marriage-cer-
tificate for her to marry Maybush. !

WaATER 1IN THE Finst LeVEL OF THE Ca-
~NAL.—The canal has been repaired between
Richmond and the first locks, and water
has been turned on. ‘The basin is now full
of water, and the manufactories that are
supplied with water from it are at again.

Surr ENTERED.—Attorney-General. Field
esterday instituted a chancery suit in the
Circui;.t | L

settlement o
‘é’ﬁi the State in the Chesapeake and Oblo

canal case,

when these peeler-bonds were put into the

-

urt of this city to compel a pro-|.
the hal{neo alleﬁd to be|

Criminal Charges. pioes
Auditor Taylor says in his annual re
port: I beg again to call the serious atten-
tion of the General Assembly to the grow-
ing evil of the criminal charzes. The
amount paid out of the Treasury the last
fiscal yeur, 1876-77, was $177,941.15;
amount paid the year before, 1875-76, $154,-
943.01, showing an excess of payments made
the last over the preceding yearof $22,-
078.14. :

1 have ‘so repeatedly ealled attention to
this wasteful expenditure of mobpey, but
without suecess, that T shall content myself
with simply giving the tigures and leaving
the matter in the hands of those who will
perhaps be better able to discover than I

illustration will present the matter in a more
striking light than pages of theorizing. The
following fact oceurred in the city of Rich-
mond, as [ have been credibly Informél: A
thiet stole from a melon-cart during the
Jast season a cantaloupe, the market price of
which was five cents. He was detected,
arrested, carried before the Police Court of.
Richmond city, tried and convicted, and
sentenced to confinement in jail for nisety
days and labor; the cost of which to the
State was 240.

Anotber, a vagrant "tramp, charged with
being without visible means of sapport,
committed to jail at his own request for
three months, in default of security in the
sum of 250, cost §36.50. A

Another was tried and acquitted at the
November (1877) term, Hustings Court,
Richmond city, for Lreaking into a stable
and stealing two old bridles, not worth,
perbaps, §2. The cost was $48.50.

Anotber was delivered at the penitentiary
from Henry county, October 30, 1877, zen-
tenced for one year for his second offence
of petit larceny, which was the theft of
about one dollar’s worth of corn. The cost
of getting this mun to the penitentiary was
about $70. This does not include the ex-
penses of the trial, &e.

Should.the present General Assembly de-
cline, ns former Assemblies have done, to
require the payment of these expenses by
the counties and corporations in which they
were inenrred, surely something should be
done, and that promptly, to prevent the
recurrence of such wasteful expenditures
of the public money, The evil isa grow-
ing one, and requires prompt and decided
legislation to abate it. It hes been ob-
jected to the policy of requiring each
county and corporation to pay the expenses
of the administrution of criminal justice
within its own limits that the smaller
counties and corporations might be subject-
ed to such expense in the conduet of crim-
inal prosecutions as would be beyound their
ability to pay. The answer to thit objec-
tion shull be brief: ¥First, such trials as
those referred to are of very rare occul-
rence; and, second, should a county or cor-
poration he unable to meet the expense the
General Assembly would, no doubt, under
the circumstances, render all needed assist-
ance. But 1 have said more than 1 intended,
and refer the subject to your careful con-
sideration,

The Auditor might have added dozens of
instances where county sheriffs are allowed
to foot, up enormous bills for bringing pris-
oners to Richmond. The trouble is not all,
or nearly all, here, us the above examples
would indieate.

L]

Tug FreTivaL or Music.—The prepara-
tions for the above-named interesting event
are being actively pressed to completion, -
and the occasion promises to be one of rare
enjoyment to those who may attend.

The choruses are being rehearsed by a
large number of our very best singers, and
these, with the orchestral and solo perform-
ances, will be of the highest standard.

"I'he sale of reserved seats will begin next
Tuesday, and there will be a choral rebear-
sal to-night.

[FOR OTHER ‘‘ LOCAL " SEE FOURTH PAGE.]

THE GLENWOOD RYE 18 THE WHISKEY referred
to below @

This certificate entirles tae holder to recelve fromn
the Virginin State Agricultural Scciety the frst
premium which was awarded at the Falr held {n the
city of Richmond {n November, 1877, for theBEAT
and PUREST DISTILLATIPN of WHISKEY, to .
D. BLAaIlR & CO., Richmond.

2 E. G. LE16MT, Becretary.

SECURITY INVESTMERT.—JOHN H. CLAIBORNE,
1106 Main street, sgent MUTWAL LIFE-INSU-
RANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK, ass¢ts now over
#82.000,000. This grand old company, with the
Irast ratio of expense of any company In the coun-
try, with solid lnvestmenta produclng interest more
than suficlent to meet all mortality claims—in &
word, in perfected conditlon, demonstrating Iifs in-
surance under superior management—now tenders
to the communily a SEVEN PER CENTWCOMPOUND-
INTEREST INVESTMENT, WITHOUT CHARGE FOR
THE GREATINSCRANCE BENEFIT WHILE INVEST-
ING, The agent specially Ifivites conference, and
recommends the company &s the most solvent inan-
clal wstitution on the fuce of the globe.

SCHENCK'S MANDRAKE PILLS will be fouud Lo
possess those qualities necessary tothe total eradica-
tion of ull billlons attacks, prompt to start the se-
cretions of the liver, and give a healthy tone to the
cntire system, Indeed, It {3 no ordinary discovery
in medical selence to have invented a remedy for
these stubborn eomplaints, which develop all the re-
sults produced by a heretofore free use of calomel—a
mineral justly dreaded by mankind, and scknow-
leged to be destructive in the exireme to the human
system, That the properties of certaln vegetables
comprise all the virtues of calomel without its ln-
jurlous tendencles 1s now an admitted fact, rendered
Indisputable by sclentide researches, and those who
use the MANDRAKE PILLS will be fully satisfied
that the best medieines are those provided by naturse
in the commeon herbs and roots of the felds,

These pills open the bowels aud correct all bliilous
deraugements without saltvation or any of the in-
jurlous effects of calomel or other polsons, The se-
cretion of bile Is promoted by these pills, as will be
seen by the altered color of the stools xnd disappear-
ing of the sallow complexion and cleanslng of the
tongue. £

Ample alrections for use accompany each axof
pills. Prepared only by J. II. SCHENCK & SoNat
their priocipal office. corner Sixth nnd Arch streets,
Philadeiphia, and for sale by all druggists and
dealers, :

Price, 25 ¢ents perbox.

beautiful watches in the clty at remarkable prices.
For Instiuce. a beautiful Goid Watch at $20,and
#30, and §40, and Stem-Winders at’ #50-—very su-
perh, splendid time-keepers. Als0,50meémore mag-
nificent at 60 and $75 aud upwarde,ae
C. GENNEY'S, 017 Main jirest.

M am et

DISPATCH PRINTING-HOUSBE. Good work, low
prices. and satisfaction guarnnteed, [

Ay ELLYSON & LO.. advertiming agents, nieért ad»
verdisements in &l of the newspapers of’ the United
Siy.es at publishers’ rates. Orders left atthe Dis.
pateh counting-room will receive prempt sttem-
tion. e e ity

AUCTION SALES THIS DAY,

On all pales of Real Estate

the present year haveto he pald by the purcheter.

O;nrgumuﬂlzndem th m%flu’l' and ot
e year

o Thifcurtom was sdopicd about heed yeart 460

a rea agents in. -

uf!u to Richmond and vieinity.] . :

JAS.MACDOUGALL, 10 A. M., furniture, &¢.
ROBERT B. LYNE. 4 P. 3., trustec's sale of desl-
rable property on Jay and Buchsnau streets,

city and county. T

CHRISTMAS GOO
HRISTMAS GOODS!
GELATINE, CITRON. AR

. SEED ad N LAYER-RAISINS,

B%a-[:ﬁ;’ ¢ .ﬁmﬂm?xa‘_s

F1 XED

COORINGWINE, ' .
--am%ias A HUNDLEY

del i TR 628 B

SWEET

T . et et
N __MILLINERY GOODS.
I \'!RY Mﬁ%!h QoK OF

ara to suggest a remedy for it. A simple

BEAUTIFUL GOLD WATCHER.—Some of tlie most :

SAVE MONEY by having your printing done atihe

= made btwers
the 15t of Janwciy and [aat of June (be Lasow fvr -

eenine
taxes have to be paid by fhnd'-r. ¢




